Ehe New York Times

Book Review

Apﬂllm

The Clty That Dlsappeared Twice

T R A

Duowsstown Tokyo following the earthouoke in FY22 (lefl), and the man street of the Giesa distract soday.

TOKYO RISING

The Caty Since the Great Earthguoke
Iy Edward Sesdensticher.
Ilustrared

362 pp. New York.

Alfred A Knopy. $24.55.

. BylayMclnemey

IS JOYCE once dechared that if tersod the
century Dubdin were to vanish from the face of the
carth it could be rebullt o0 the tasis of “Ulysses.”
In "Tokyo Risng” Hdward Seidessticker seems

10 have exercised a similar, neafictional ambition with
regand to hix adopted city of Tokyo. In fact, Tokyo has
deappeaned twice i this contery — osce afler the
prest earihguake of 1923 and again after the Amencas
bombusgs of 194445
A sequel %o the excellent “Low City, High Qw
Tokye, 1857. 1923 % “Tokyo Risirg” is an sformal and
contentious Matory of the Japunese capital from the
time of the ecarthquake to the present. Mr, Sewden-
sticker, whose de tshed U 1 froem Japa:
pose Bterature mciude an excoliost version of “The
Take of Geay™ and Jenichiro Tanxaki's masterpeoce,
“The Makioka Ststers.” is a confessed fan of the Low

Jay \kh«wy a former resident of Kyoto, Japan,
s the aumu of the sovels “Bright Lights, Big Ciry,”
*Ramoom” sad “Story of My Life™

Caty, the castern flatlands that were the cemer of
popular asd mercantile culture in 19hoentury Edo
(now Tekyo). The new book disagprovingly documsents
the drift of the ity westward, soward Shinjuku, the
gaady distrct that will scon house the new city govern.-
ment offices

“Tokyo Rising™ is best when it Is most anecdotal, as
when Mr. Sesdersticker ouches on the development of
the retall indeatry. A large step toward the triwmph of
the Westernstyde department store was takes afier the
carthguake, when the new departmest steces bogan ta
It customers keep thetr shoes on inside. Previously,
great loggams had occureod st entrances and exits
while customsers chasged from sireel shees W the
Cradinmonal slippers. “Simple and obrvious IE may soem
today, But it must have taken gettimg used 1o Never
bedore through all the ceaturnes had shod feet ventured
beyuad the entrascewny.”

A fire at & major departmont sture in 1553 turned
Out 10 have & ma jor iepact on womens dress, partco-
larly usderwear. Trafitonal Japanese dress &d not
inc lude soug-fnting undergarments, and scveral of e
shopgiris who died = the tlarze st the Shirokoys depart.
ment «tore did o bocausn, modestly usisg one hand o
Keep their skirts from flying up, ey were mabie to
hang o0 10 ropes Joog enough 10 descend safely o the
grousd. Se they fell o heir deaths. “From about the
time of the carthguake, advertisisg men had been
peshing Western usderdross for women, which they
made a symbol of 1 , Bt & & like
mm:llnmm”nmatmw
change.™

A disaster like e Shirokiya fire is sometimes

( At the Low Point

' The days just after the surrender were very
hard coes. When o siddicaged or aging Japanese
remarks upos the terrible time, one must listen
carefelly 1o kaow which time & meant. Ose may
instinctively suppose it %o be the last menths of the
| war, the timse of the bombings, but for many the
really ternbie time was the first winter after tho
wanr, a sme of coldd, disease, and hunger Typhes
wies the worst plagee. There were nlmost ten thou:
sanad casen of it Tokyo Prefeciure during the
winter of 1945 and 16 .. Typhus besgoaks lice
wnd unciean bodies, very distressiul to the well-
washod Japanese. In those days not even a pood
! ot Bath wans casy o come by, The city has always
| had Beas and chinches in amgle sumbers, but lice
| areadifferent matier.
A tonth of the populace that clung to the city
| through chat winser bved in such emergency
Places as air-rasd shelers and warehouses. The
underground passapes o Ueno Station, at that
[ Lz the most considerabie i the oy, though they

donot bear pearisce with the honey Les that
harve boen dog snce, had the largest and most |
famous accumsiation of beggars and vagrants in
he City. From time 0o time they were rosndsd sp,
and meffective attempts made al dispecsal Ona .
night in mid-December 1945, soee (wenly five
hnﬂndmnn(ﬂmn 3

3 xat and sh d in their overcoats in ‘
undcased Classrooms, professors stood and shiv-
ered. An office In one of e best buikdngs beft 1o ]
e Japanese, such as the Marusouchi Buldieg or
the Bank of Japan, might be beated cnly by a char- l

coal brazser or a scattorsag of thems, Lo which typ-

ety wosld turn from tiese to time 1o thaw their

stiffensd Ningers. The bravery of dascers in un-

heated thepters . was something 1o arouse sdmi-
ration Everything was ratiosed Ose had 1o have |
couporm (o eat in & restaurant. The cod and the

Fwoet | wero the bes. Mary a ) of ’

2 COTTAIN BEe CAnnoe Iat ateither wrhoet shad-
From “Tokys Kong
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needed 10 Pevive an expiriag sarcalive. Noaspecialists
and readers who have not spent a great deal of time and
mosey & Tokyo will ind themselves skipping over
paragraphs of demographic minutiae, stregglieg to
keep track of the names of city wards and neighbors
hoods. Swaiches of e text read lkn footactex “A
quarter of the requisitioned houses were In what Is now
Mmato Ward and before 1T was the three sowhern
wards of the ofd city, Shiba, Akasaka, and Azaba ™ It's
difficult 10 know what to make of this kad of mforma-
then, even if one s vageely familar wieh the place
aames.

Though sometimes pairtakingly thorough en bocal
podnics and economis trends, Mr. Soxdonsticher is more
mierested in, and interesting on, what happens aftor
Nenset. will differ as 10 whether the nightcish
entertainer and the Bar girl of cur day are as acoom-
plished as wus e gooda of old, bet the peisha has
gradwally yielded o them ™ Mr. Seidensticker’s mus-
mgs oo the quality of prewar nighs life & Gmaa as
oppused 10 that s the Asakusa ward, for Instance, are
<h ey o) stundced with amUsng dotatie.
“1s the carty days of SIHppNg (ot mere posing), mare
than half the girks s Asahusa rad Demselves of Joapa-
nose dresa. In Giraa Western dresa peevatied . Asa
Kouas soom adoptod the Ginca way. Weslors dross comes
off more quickly thas Japanese ™

. SEIDENSTICKER bwves the demaotic oul-

ture of the merchant classes, which was

Edo's contribetion 1o the sational beritage

The aaciont capital Kyolo, was e hoese of

the arsstecracy, who patronczed the ssstere Lradtional

arts of Noh theater, sea coremeny and flower arrang-

i (To the unmitiated, the first can be slighely more
exciting than watching paist dry )

The rice merchants and sik traders of the pew
capital helped create gaudeor — some would say more
vitsl = forms of art and such s ukayoe,
the brillamly colored wood-block prats that proved so
infloestial with Westorn Post Impressioniats, and Ka-
braki, which & 9 the monechromatic Nob theater what
ukiyce o 10 the penandak drawing Mr. Seiden
sickor's provious book traced the rise of these and
other arts, ncludng B arts of the geoda (those of the
bedroom bemg among the least of these) In this vol-
ume he decuments the decline of most of what he Joved
in Edu

Ax recently as 10 years ago Tokyo still had, 1o my
oyen, & proviecial amblaace Foroigoers could saill
oot conoss stares and commonts, and i was by o
moans easy o find say, a degent French or Madan
meal. Visnting o few months ago, | found the cay had
cransforeed itselfl imo an imernational metropolis. No
ome, however, would call it beautiful of even charming
It Jooks more lke a hypertrophiod Howsten than a
Kyoto In their postwar resh to the future, the Japanese
seem 10 have abandoned much of their esthetis and
Ristorscal sessibility. Mr. Sesdensticker’s history of
Tokyo i a lovieg clegy 10 a kst cny. (9]
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